


The Bombshelter 


Rivendell is proud to introduce the most 
technically advanced two person tent for 
people who require ultimate protection in 
exposed situations. Although the fin- 
ished design is a product of Don Jen- 
sen s fertile mind, many of the basic 
principles were formulated by Chris 
Goetze in the early sixties. In these early 
stages Chris alternately refined the tents 
during winter weeks in town, and used 
them on weekends on the summit of New 
Hampshire's Mt. Washington (Mt. Wash- 
ington has produced the world's highest 
recorded winds... before the gauge 
blew away). Not surprisingly Chris 
destroyed virtually every mountain tent 
then known, and some highly regarded 
tents were shown to be disasters out of 
the showroom. Continual in-use develop- 
ment was the key, but it took a lot of 
experience ona lot of different mountains 
in a lot of different tents to accumulate 
the knowledge and technical expertise 
that is built into the Bombshelter. 














lidden in the clean, graceful lines of the 
3ombshelter is a unique tensile integrity 
ound in no other tent. This is accom- 
‘lished through a number of features. 

‘he most obvious is the ridgepole. Sur- 
۱۲۱۹۱۲۱۵۱۷, holding up the center of the 

ent is only its minor function. Its major 
unction is to hold the end poles rigidly 
part. Without this feature ordinary dou- 
le A-frame tents won't last long in gusts 
xceeding 55 mph. On ordinary tents 
vind hitting the side of the canopy pulls 
16 A-frames toward each other and then 
eleases, leading to the destruction of the 
ent. All of the Bombshelter s poles are 
ingled toward each other in such a way 
hat tension is constant and is evenly 
listributed. Two integral pullouts on each 





side add interior space and create an 
aerodynamic curve which efficiently 


spills wind. A vestibule with integral pull- 


out adds thirteen inches to the length of 
the floor in the rear of the tent. The vesti- 
bule, which should be pitched into the 
wind, is a point of strength, cutting the 


wind much like the prow of a ship. There- 


fore, an entrance at this end would be 
undesirable. The Bombshelter uses no 
front or rear guy lines. 





Rain Fly 


Although Jensen never designed a rainfly 
for the Bombshelter (most of his appli- 
cations didn't require one), the tent’s 
design features allowed us to create an 
innovative detachable fly. Its four corners 
attach by grommets to the bottom of each 
A-frame pole. Several grommets are 
provided to adjust for shrinkage and 
stretch according to relative humidity. 
The fit is snug enough that the fly adds 
tensile strength to the tent, making the 
two a single unit so secure that only if the 
poles collapsed could the two become 
separated. Two pullouts on each side 
utilize the same stakes used by the tent, 
yet even without these pullouts the fly is 
held securely. Unlike rainflies which 
allow a gentle breeze to blow rain onto 
uncoated parts of the tent, this fly will 
adequately shelter the canopy in windy 
rainstorms. Lines of stress in the light 
fabric have been reinforced with nylon 
tape. Weight of the fly with its guy lines 

is 1 pound. 














Features 





The use of a very wide fabric (69”) has 
allowed us to create a one piece tub floor 
with no seams at the sides or across the 
middle of the floor as is the case with 
most tub floors. The only seams at floor 
level are at each end. The Bombshelter 
is provided with two vents, one at either 
end of the tent. Flow of air can be regu- 
lated or completely shut off from inside 
the tent. The entrance to the tent is 
closed by means of a long (42”) tunnel. 
Its length allows packs or other gear to be 
stowed outside the floor area when the 
tunnel is closed, giving the tent more liv- 
ing space. In high winds the tunnel can 
easily be cinched up to created a tight 
non-flapping wall. For protection in 
milder climes both vents are covered with 
mosquito netting, and the door is fitted 
with a second, shorter tunnel of netting 
as well. Naturally,ties are provided for 
each tunnel to be held open together or 
separately. Inside are two large net pock- 
615 for keeping track of valuable little 
gadgets. Eleven wire skewer pegs are 
provided with the tent for your conveni- 
ence. However, different types of terrain 
and weather conditions may require 
various specialized pegs of appropriate 
shape and materials. Guy lines for the 
tent and rainfly are also provided. 


Construction 


All pieces of fabric are hot cut fora 
sealed edge. Double needle lap fold 
construction is used everywhere possible 
in Our tent, since it makes the strongest 
seams. Where lap fold seams cannot be 
sewn, seams are stitched at least twice. 
Eight to ten stitches per inch of Quarpel 
treated dacron thread are found through- 
out. The universal choice of thread by 
other tent makers is cotton with a poly- 
ester core. The cotton swells when wet to 


seal the needle holes. Unfortunately it 
also rots. We have found a better solu- 
tion in Coats and Clark’s Quarpel 
treated polyester. In anticipation of the 
worst possible weather nylon tape rein- 
forcement runs from the side pullouts 
nearly halfway up the tent. Tape is used 
at all pullouts and stress points. 
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The Bombshelter is smaller than many 
tents. Larger dimensions would signifi- 
cantly reduce its strength. It does, how- 
ever, Offer more room than the dimensions 
would indicate. Side pullouts create con- 
siderable space. Catenary curves are 
absorbed by the ridgepole, not by interior 
space. Therefore, the roof has no sway. 
Interior space is also increased by using 
the long tunnel entrance for storage. 
These drawings represent interior space. 
Stuffed Size is 17.5 x 5.5 x 5.5”. 


Photo: Glenn Milner 
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Poles for the Bombshelter are 5/5” diam- 
eter 6063-T832 aluminum alloy, except 
the ridgepole vvhich requires the strength 
of 7a” diameter thick-wall tubing of the 
same alloy. The poles are beautifully 
finished and will survive the worst condi- 
tions. All are fitted with shock cord for 
ease of assembly and to prevent loss of 
the pieces. 


Fabric 


The Bombshelter is made of three fabrics. 
|15 canopy and snowflaps are made of 
1.9 oz. ripstop nylon. The tub floor, end 
pieces, and stuffsac are 2.2 oz. nylon 
taffeta with flame retardant and a Super 
K-Kote. That's just a fancy name to 
describe two coats of polyurethane. The 
tunnel entrance, vents, and rainfly use 

1.1 oz. ripstop nylon, also Super K-Koted. 


Color 


As pictured. The gold canopy 5 light 
enough for storm bound days and im- 
parts a warm glow to the occupants. The 
taupe rainfly is unobtrusive in most 
surroundings and admits plenty of light 
to the tent”s interior. 


Weight 


Basic Tent Complete with Fly, Poles, 
Pegs, Guys and Stuffsacs: 6 Ibs. 














Complete Basic Tent: $175 
We offer the following options: 


Frostliner—Our frostliner is a very light 
weight, porous nylon which lines the can- 
opy and vestibule. It ties to loops on the 
tent and is tailored in such a way that it 
does not sag. A hole allows ventilation 
through the vestibule vent. The porosity 
of this liner makes it comparable in per- 
formance to cotton frostliners, yet much 
lighter. Nylon will not become heavy with 
absorbed water as cotton does. Weight 
of the frostliner is 3 oz. Cost is $25. 


Cookhole—The cookhole is a 31” semi- 
circular zipper located as shown in the 
tent floor diagram. We have found this 
position to be the most practical for com- 
fortable distribution of occupants and 
equipment. It adds Yə oz. to the weight 
of the tent. Cost is $10 


Snowflaps—Optional snowflaps are 
attached at the sides, front, and rear 

of the tent for secure anchoring in snow. 
They are 15 inches wide, made of 

1.9 ounce uncoated ripstop, and add 

5 ounces to the tent's weight. Cost is $20 


Special note on tent orders: 


Bombshelters are not stocked. Each one 
is made entirely by one seamstress for 
each customer order. The popularity of 
this tent has created a waiting list. Please 
place your order well in advance of your 
needs. Upon receipt of your order, we 
will notify you of the projected date 

of completion. 
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Jensen" Pack 





During the mid-sixties Don Jensen 
created and perfected this ingenious 
design for comfortably carrying large 
loads over difficult alpine terrain. The 
Jensen Pack absolutely minimizes the 
distortion of one's center of gravity 
inherent in carrying a loaded pack. 
Consequently it's comfort is unexcelled 
for activities like mountaineering and ski 
touring—activities in which a bulky, 
swaying pack can be a real hindrance. 
Since Rivendell”s introduction of the 
Jensen Pack in 1971, widespread 
imitation has created ample testimony 
to the ingenuity of its design. 


In order to assure that the production of 
this pack was flawless, Rivendell worked 
closely with Jensen until his untimely 
death. Unlike imitators, we have not 
tampered with the perfected design. 
Rather, our concern has been the de- 
velopment of high quality construction 
with the finest materials—everything 
worthy of the most advanced soft 

pack available. 





Design Features 


Clearly, the appearance of the Jensen 
Pack is as unusual as its performance. 
Empty, the pack gives no clue that itis 
special. Clever compartmentalization 
gives the pack its characteristic shape as 
it is filled. A vertical partition in the cen- 
ter of the pack achieves several major 
functions in the design: 


1. İt creates the “S” curve which fits so 
comfortably against the wearer's back, 
important for proper weight distribution 
and maneuverability. 


2. It gives the pack its slim profile. 


3. It forms two vertical columns which 
transfer their weight to the lower part of 
the pack. These columns terminate at a 
horizontal tube which wraps around and 
rests on the hips. 


From the ends of the horizontal tube 
extends a waist belt, so that the weight is 
distributed much like a frame pack. 
Unlike frame packs, however, the Jensen 
Pack distributes its weight smoothly at 
points other than the shoulders and hips. 
Above the two vertical columns is a large, 
undivided area, keeping the weight as 
closely over the shoulders as possible. 


Now you know what makes it look 
so funny... 


Minutiae 


Construction—Very careful attention is 
spent in the construction of this pack. All 
seams of stress are double stitched with 
#16 polyester thread. Points of stress are 
backed with webbing and/or leather 
reinforcement. Zippers are covered with 
a generous weather flap to keep out rain 
and prevent freezing. 


After long deliberation, we have decided 
to replace the leather tie-on patches with 
webbing. While some people may not 
care for the appearance of this change, 
the webbing is lighter, stronger (it won't 
stretch), and, most important, it is much, 
much easier to use than the leather. We 
feel that these considerations are more 
important than cosmetics to the serious 
mountaineer. Besides, we rather like the 
large head brass rivets which fit through 
the webbing. 


Fabric—The Jensen Pack is constructed 
of Cordura, an 11 oz. nylon with three 
times the abrasion resistance of cotton. 
It is double coated with polyurethane for 
weather resistance. (Ain t no such thing 
as waterproof in Cordura). 


The part of the pack which touches the 
vvearer”s back is covered with a cotton/ 
polyester blend ribless corduroy 

for comfort. 


Buckles—A new waist buckle is being 
used. Its design is very lightweight, quick 
release (one hand), quick adjusting, and 
will not slip. 


Zippers—We are using Coats and Clark’s 
latest coil zipper design. Like the older 
model, it is a continuous coil of nylon 
woven into the tape, rather than having 
teeth which may break or fall out after 
strenuous use. The new design is not 
vulnerable to abrasion. The result is a 
strong, reliable, lightweight zipper. 

Each zipper has two oversize sliders for 
easier operation and access. 


Color—The Jensen Pack is madeina 
system of “vintage” colors. The 1976 
color is a dark teal blue. 

Weight—2.5 Ibs. 

Price—$55.00 








Packing Technique 





Many people are under the false impres- 
sion that the Jensen Pack is efficient 
only when fully loaded. Proper loading, 
however, makes this pack more com- 
fortable than others with any sized load. 
If only the bottom compartment is filled, 
the pack is essentially a fanny pack and 
will rest entirely on the hips. Additional 
gear will be resting on top of the lower 
tube, gradually increasing weight on the 
shoulders and hips as the load grows. 
As the pack is filled, however, it takes on 
more of its characteristic shape which 
distributes the load even more efficiently. 


Naturally, a frameless pack requires 
careful packing. Care must be taken that 
hard or sharp objects will not be against 
the wearer's back. A light weight sleep- 
ing bag (ca. 3-412 Ibs. total weight) 
ideally fits in the 810 cubic inch lower 
tube, or may be stuffed down each of the 








vertical tubes, between the back and 
other equipment. 


When loading the upper compartment, 
lay the pack on its back. Put heavy, odd- 
shaped objects in first. When the pack is 
almost full, zip each side of the pack up 
a few inches, then stuff clothing or down 
gear all the way down the vertical tubes 
until the space immediately above the 
horizontal partition is full. Zip a little 
further and stuff some more until the en- 
tire back is padded and the pack is filled. 


Four nylon accessory straps are included 
for the attachment of gear to the outside. 
Packing arrangements are limited only 

to your imagination and needs. 


This pack is sensitive to unbalanced 
loads. Therefore, the packer must be- 
come aware of the weight, shape and size 
of the articles to be carried, and pack 
them accordingly for optimum comfort. 


When skiing or climbing, weight should 
be kept as low as possible for unim- 
paired balance. 
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Fitting Instructions 





3ecause of its closely contoured fit, we 
iffer the Jensen Pack in four different 
engths. A poor fit renders the design as 
iseless as an ill-fitting boot. Unfor- 
unately, the wearer's height is not always 
۱ good indication of the length of his 
ack. Therefore, we must resort to this 
ilustrated chart of measurement: 


Volume 
Size of of Jensen 
Pack Pack 

Short 3037 cu. in. 
(19.6 liters) 
Medium 3105 cu. in. 

(20 liters) 
Long 3173 cu. in. 
(20.5 liters) 
Extra-long 3241 Cu. in. 
(20.9 liters) 


This is the most accurate method we have 
been able to devise. The best method, of 
course, is to try on a pack. If you don't 
have access to one, use the chart. If the 
measurement you get is 22” and you’re 
only 5”7”, chances are, you're doing 
something wrong. Ask your friends where 
they think the small of your back is and 
۱۲۷ to come up with a workable figure. 


Volume 
of Giant 
Jensen 


4377.75 Cu. in. 


(28.2 liters) 


4455 cu. in. 
(28.7 liters) 


4532.5 cu. in. 
(29.2 liters) 


4610 cu. in. 
(29.7 liters) 


If you have a Jensen Pack at hand, load 
it up (see Packing Technique) and put it 
on. Adjust the shoulder straps until the 
wrap-around tube sits nicely on top of 
your hips. Cinch up the waist belt and 
move around a bit. The pack should mold 
itself to your back and feel as if it were 
custom made for you-If it hits you above 
the small of your back or drags around 
your bottom, it’s not right. You'll know a 
proper fit when you feel it—make sure 
you get one! We'll gladly exchange 
unused packs for the correct size. 


Length of 
Straight line 
from Base of Neck 
to Small of Back 


۱۱۰ تم 7 تنس‎ 
(38-43 cm) 
17:5”-18.5” 
(43-47 cm) 
18.5”-20.5” 
(47-52 cm) 


20.5” and up 
(52 cm and up) 
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Pockets 


Detachable pockets are available for both 
the regular Jensen and Giant Jensen 
Packs. Each pocket measures 16x5x3 
inches, adding 480 cubic inches to the 
pack s volume. The pockets are con- 
structed of Cordura and zip across the 
top, continuing down one side to the bot- 
tom. They are attached by means of 
“Pull-the-Dot” directional snaps. In this 
way the pockets cannot become acci- 
dentally detached, yet can be quickly 
removed or attached. Snaps are set far 
enough apart to accommodate the width 
of downhill skis. We do not fit packs with 
the snaps unless pockets are ordered, so 
we recommend ordering pockets at the 
same time as your pack. Old, clean packs 
mailed to us can be fitted for pockets at 
no additional charge. Pockets are $15.00 
per pair, and weigh 10 ounces. Packs 
fitted with snaps on special request with- 
out the purchase of pockets will cost an 
additional $2. 





Accessory Straps 


Additional accessory straps are available 
in three lengths. These straps are heavy 
3/4 inch nylon webbing ultrasonically 
welded to a nickel plated release buckle. 
|: aa mər kis .75 per pair 

۳۹۲ مج‎ axan 4 1.00 per pair 

‘| s sən xə 1.25 per pair 








Giant Jensen® 


The Giant Jensen is now being offered 
for those with large load requirements. 
With the exception of added reinforce- 
ment, it is identical in construction and 
materials to the regular Jensen Pack. Its 
principle, general shape, and efficiency 
are also the same, but its huge volume 
(4455 cubic inches for medium length) is 
greater than most frame packs. Its 1215 
cubic inch lower compartment will accept 
expedition sleeping bags and synthetic 


. 








fill bags. If you do a lot of extended win- 
ter mountaineering, this pack is probably 
a better choice than the regular Jensen 
Pack. The method of fitting the pack is 
the same as for the regular Jensen Pack 
(see illustrated chart). The Giant Jensen 
weighs 2.75 pounds, and sells for $65.00. 





“üm. Sane € 
Lower Saddle in Winter 


Photo: Glenn Milner 








Kif Boots 





Until recently, the winter mountaineer has 
largely been confined to the safety of 
heavy alpine skis, cable bindings and 
mountaineering boots. Now, with the ad- 
vent of reliable nordic skis constructed 

of fiberglass with metal edges, the winter 
mountaineer can go lightweight into the 
high country for extended periods with- 
out fear of a broken ski or conditions his 
or her skis can't handle. 


Our new Elf Boot adds comfort to the 
advantages of lightweight equipment. It 
is our adaptation of a design by C’Anne 
Baker of Jackson Hole. The fact that it is 
an overboot—enclosing the entire shoe to 
the knee—offers warmth and security 
from the elements unachievable by 
gaiters. We've used them for a year now 
at temperatures ranging to —40° and in 
spring slush, but we have yet to 
experience cold or wet feet. 


The foot section is double coated ballis- 
tics nylon—heavier, more abrasion 
resistant and stronger than Cordura— 
lined with a thin layer of foam backed 
nylon tricot. This provides the insulation 
necessary for warm feet during lunch 
and rest stops. From the ankle up is 
uncoated nylon oxford which sheds snow 
very nicely. At the back of the Elf Boot is 
an insert of neoprene laminated between 
layers of stretch nylon knit to allow your 
shoe easy entry into the boot. The top 
and instep are drawn up by means of a 
simple toggle—no buckles to mess with 
or Velcro to freeze up. 


While Elf Boots can be used with some 
cable bindings, they were designed 
specifically for use with pin bindings, and 
will fit over touring shoes only. They 
come complete with instructions for 
marking and placing holes for your 

pin bindings. 


Elf Boots Nordic Shoe 
Sizes: Small 34-37 
Medium 38-41 
Large 42-45 
Extra Large 46-49 
VVeight: 10 oz. 
Price: $16.00 


Color: As Available 
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Rivendell’s DIGITAL INSULATION SYSTEM 


For the first time we are offering a variety 
of components to provide the warmest 
hands available to the ski tourer or winter 
mountaineer. Winter conditions in the 
Tetons are as severe as anywhere, and 
they provided the testing grounds for our 
Digital Insulation System. From the fol- 
lowing components one can assemble a 
system ideally suited to his needs.... 


Methedras Shell: This is the most func- 
tional and best made mitten shell we 
know of. Designed and sewn to relieve 
all the traditional stress points of most 
shells, the Methedras has a face of 8 oz. 
double coated nylon. Its palm is covered 
with thin leather—tep grain, smooth side 
up to prevent ice buildup. The back is 
uncoated nylon oxford for breathability, 
and the shell is completely lined with 
60/40 cloth for a non-slip surface against 
wool or Polarguard mitts. The 60/40 cloth 
(a classic blend of nylon and cotton) is 
also very comfortable against the skin for 
those who have occasion to use the 

shell without a mitten. At the back of the 
wrist, elastic holds the shell in place—but 
not so tightly that you must struggle to get 
a cold, damp hand in. And the sleeve, 
which is long and large in circumference, 
closes with a simple drawstring toggle, 
easily operated with one hand and your 
teeth. No more struggling with buckles 
or Velcro clogged with snow. 


Colors: As available 
Weight: 5 oz. 
Price: $12.00 
Available March 1st 











Methedras Mitts: The heart of our system 
is a mitten of Polarguard laminated be- 
tween layers of nylon taffeta. We have 
found this mitten, in conjunction with the 
Methedras Shell, to be warmer than the 
heaviest Dachstein mitten. İt is warm as 
soon as you put it on, stays warmer when 
wet, and is lighter. We recommend it for 
the ultimate in comfort, durability, and 
warmth in most situations. The Methedras 
Mitt is not intended for use without the 
protection of a mitten shell. 


Color: White 
Weight: 2.5 oz. 
Price: $6.00 


Dachstein Himalayan Mitts: For the tradi- 
tionalist, we offer the heaviest of Dach- 
Stein's three models. They are, indeed, 
the ultimate in wool mitts, hand knit in 
Austria of 100% oiled, grey wool and 
preshrunk to a thickness of Yə”, How- 
ever, the only advantage known to us of 
Dachsteins over Methedras is that Dach- 
steins do not get as cold while tightly 
grasping super-cold metal—a considera- 
tion in gripping situations. Although 
Dachsteins are highly waterproof and 
almost totally windproof, we recommend 
use only with a mitten shell to maximize 
mitten life. 


Color: Blue 
Weight: 5 oz. 
Price: $11.00 


Dachstein Standard Mitts: Dachstein s 
lıghtest model is the same quality as the 
Himalayan, but lighter weight for the 
occasional ski tourer or those vvho spend 
their winters in milder climates. 


Color: Grey 
Weight: 3 oz. 
Price: $6.75 
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Photo: Glenn Milner 





Dachstein Himalayan Sweaters 


We've heard about Dachstein Sweaters 
for a few years now, and we often won- 
dered if they could be the same quality 
as Dachstein's great mittens. Recently, 
when we first saw one, it was love at 
first sight! Not only is the sweater made 
of 100% oiled, grey wool and preshrunk 
just like the mittens, but its classical 
styling is a complete knockout. A 
perfect companion for winter moun- 
taineering, Dachstein”s ruggedly hand- 
some sweater is also great for plain ol’ 
heavy stylin'. Cuffs and waist band are 
double thickness. 


Color: Grey (Blue or Red are available, 
but not stocked.) 


Price :$80.00. 
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Guarantee 


At Rivendell Mountain Works we continu- 
ally engage in experimentation for 
improvements of our equipment—in the 
mountains and in the shop. New features, 
materials, and design advancements are 
periodically incorporated into our equip- 
ment without change of our catalog. For 
this reason, Rivendell equipment may dif- 
fer in some respect from its description in 
this catalog, but it is guaranteed to equal 
or exceed its original specifications or 
performance. We will repair or replace 
any defect in construction or materials of 
Rivendell products. Equipment to be 
repaired must be clean when returned. 


We welcome your comments on the per- 
formance of our products or observations 
for improvement. 


Seconds 


Occasionally a sewing or marking mis- 
take is made which cannot be corrected, 
creating equipment below our quality 
standards. For those on low budgets, 
equipment with cosmetic flaws can be 
quite attractive and structurally sound. 
Enquire about availability, price, etc. 


Posters 

A 17 x 22%2” black and white poster of 
our front cover by Bob Rozinski is 
available from us for $1.25 postpaid. 
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/Ve”ve been located in Victor for nearly 
lwo years now, and we love our new 
home more each day. For those of you 
who aren't familiar with our part of the 
country we've enclosed a map. As you 
can see we're just 25 miles across Teton 
Pass from Jackson Hole. If you've ever 
bivouaced on the west side of any of the 
big Teton peaks, you've probably 
watched the sun set over our valley— 
the quiet side of the Tetons. 


We're always glad to have visitors at the 
shop. So if you’re in our neighborhood 
(Tetons, Wind Rivers, or Sawtooths), 
please drop by to say helio and see the 
shop. We like to meet our customers. 
Victor has only 200 residents, so you 
won't have any trouble finding us. 
We're open Monday through Thursday 
8:30-5:30. 
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